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The International Conference in Management of 

Accessible Underwater Cultural and Natural 

Heritage Sites, “Dive in Blue Growth”, was 

organized by the University of Patras in 

collaboration with Region of Thessaly, Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities, 

ATLANTIS Consulting and the active participation of BLUEMED partners, under the 

auspices of Η.Ε. the President of the Hellenic Republic Mr. Prokopios Pavlopoulos, in 
Acropolis Museum, in Athens, from 16 to 18 October 2019. 

Coastal areas and islands of the Mediterranean are tourism-based economies with key 
underwater assets that are vulnerable to extreme climatic conditions. They face 
common challenges: a) lack of coordinated policies, methods and tools to support 
sustainable economic development, b) ineffective protection of underwater heritage and 
inability to use it for sustainable tourism development, c) insufficient measures to 
tackle impacts of extreme climatic conditions. 
 
BLUEMED aims to protect and preserve in a unified manner the underwater natural 
and cultural heritage of the Mediterranean, to help coastal and island economies prosper 
through a sustainable blue model for tourism development, and to protect our 
marine ecosystem. BLUEMED is part of Interreg MED 2014-20 Programme, co-
financed by the European Regional Development Fund.     
 
The overall success of the Conference is based on the warm welcome that conference 
subjects received and the high level of participation, as more than 300 people from 11 
countries, from Europe, Asia and the America participated in the conference. 
 
The three productive days of the Conference, in which 55 speakers from all over the 
world participated,  was a great opportunity for underwater archaeologists, public 
organizations, local governments, universities, marine researchers, NGOs, tourist 
organizations, diving park/dry dive managers, and underwater industry players  to 
exchange views on problems and solutions for underwater natural and cultural heritage.  
 
Roberto Petriaggi, Istituto Superiore per la Conservazione ed il Restauro (ISCR) 
consultant for Restoring Underwater Project, Dimitris A. Pados, Charles E. Schmidt 
Eminent Chair Professor of Engineering and Computer Science in the Florida Atlantic 
University and Christos Economou, Head of the Unit Sea basin strategies in DG 
MARE, specialist Maritime Regional Cooperation and Maritime Security participated 
as Keynote Speakers in the International Conference. 
 
During the conference different perspectives were discussed in the 3 very interesting 
conference topics:  
 

 Management and protection of accessible Underwater Cultural Heritage 
sites and diving parks 
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 Initiatives for sustainable Blue tourism through accessible UCH sites and 
diving parks 

 Technologies for offering dry dive experiences to non-drivers.  
 
Conference participants had the opportunity to live a dry dive experience in BLUEMED 
pilot sites with the Virtual Reality glasses and equipment that University of Calabria 
provided. 
 
In the following, you can find the submitted full papers that were presented during the 
Conference.  
 
For more information about “Dive in Blue Growth” Conference visit the official 
website of BLUEMED (bluemed.interreg-med.eu). 
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towards the success of this 
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indebted to all who assisted in the organizing effort.  
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http://www.culturaydeporte.gob.es/mnarqua/en/museo/visitan
https://maryrose.org/
https://www.vasamuseet.se/en
http://www.bodrum-museum.com/
https://www.vikingeskibsmuseet.dk/en/










https://bluemed.interreg-med.eu/
http://meddiveinthepast.eu/web/bluemed




http://www.international.icomos.org/risk/2006/fulldocan.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/2001-convention/official-text
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/2001-convention/official-text
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/UCH_development_study_2013.pdf


http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/protection/threats/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/access/museums/
https://www.vasamuseet.se/en/about
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/access/in-situ-access/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/access/in-situ-access/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/partners/diving-community/diver-access/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/partners/diving-community/diver-access/
https://en.unesco.org/ocean-decade
https://www.oceandecade.org/
https://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/big-anchor-project-makes-a-splash
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/access/virtual-museums/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/underwater-cultural-heritage/access/virtual-museums/
https://www.boem.gov/Virtual-Archaeology-Museum/
https://www.nps.gov/valr/learn/index.htm
https://historicengland.org.uk/get-involved/visit/protected-wrecks/




http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2008/10/14/pdfs/A41176-41178.pdf


















http://www.imareculture.eu/


http://www.imareculture.eu/


















































http://www.virtualdiver.gr/















